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The Golden Year Of Rockville's Library 


For 42 of its 50 years, Edith Peck has run the Maxwell Memorial 


HIS MONTH the George Maxwell Memorial 
Library in Rockville celebrates its fiftieth an- 
niversary. 


Its present circulation of some 84,000 volumes 


_ annually is a far cry from the first public library 


in the town of Vernon which started with 80 sub- 


scribers in 1811. The books there were mostly his- 


torical works and travel. 


In 1872 a few publie spirited citizens determined 
to have a public subscription library and 500 books 
were added to the collection. The books were loaned 
vut for a subscription fee of $1 a year, New books 
were added occasionally. In 1682 George Maxwell 
left the town $10,000 provided the town gave a like 
sum within 10 years, for a free public library. The 
Rockville Library Association was formally organ- 
ized in 1893 and two years later the town appro- 
priated $10,000 to secure the Maxwell offer. As a 
result a new library was organized and incorporated 
under state laws as the Rockville Public Library. It 
was opened in June 19, 1896. 


The present library was given to. the town of 
Vernon in 1904 in memory of George Maxwell by 
nis wife, Harriett Kellogg Maxwell, and his chil- 
dren, J. Alice Maxwell, William Maxwell, Francis 
Maxwell and Robert Maxwell. The building, equip-- 
ment, grounds and the greater part of the money 
needed to operate, were given the town by the Max- 
well family. f 


Occasionally, funds are left in bequests and the 
town. gives a stated sum annually towards its sup- 
port, but the Maxwell family really made it pos- 
sible for the town to have one of the finest small 


“ae is 
TILAN 
dith Peck, 
te Library School in Brooklyn. 


more recent achievements and the first real major 
rearrangement since the building was opened took 
place recently when the Junior Library, formerly- 
known as the children’s room, was moved from the 
main floor to Library Hall on the second floor. The 
former children’s room is used for an unusually fine 
collection of books on art and music. _ 


When a decrease was noted in the number, of 


' ji -is constantly striving to increase the 
library’s service to the community. Among her 
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LIBRARIAN Edith Peck is kept busy checking in and out some of the institution’s 84,000 volumes. Other 





































Sunday, June 20, 1954 


Staff members: Mrs. Josephine Mead, Mrs. Marion Lukacik, Edith Smith. Last two are part-time. : 


youthful borrowers, Miss Peck decided that if the 
young people wouldn’t come to the library, the 
library should be taken to them. And that’s exactly 
what has happened. Hundreds of books are now cir 
culated among the town’s schools. j 

Do children still read the old standbys, such as 





CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT is supervised by Miss Natalie B. Ide, who finds work with the younger set 
stimulating. At left is Kathleen Batz (rear), Ann Shapiro (center) and Gary Batz. (Photos by Cliff Knight) 
: by Cliff Knight) | $ 
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“Twehty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea,” “Swiss 
Family Robinson” and “Tom Sawyer?” Miss Peck 
says they do — but interest in these old books has 
dwindled. And Miss Peck, who tries to keep in step 


‘with the times, even has a Sears, Roebuck catalog 


in stock. 
Miss Peck has noticed a trend to non-fiction. 


“Why?” Because there are not enough good 
books of fiction,” she explains. 5 


Biography and science are increasingly popular 
and Saturday afternoon is a busy time for the li- 
brary, for then people old and young come in to 
read and browse. Miss Peck contends that demand 
for biography and science reflects: the high intel- 
ligence of the readers in this area. 


‘THE LIBRARY owns a rare Elfio Indian } - 
Bible. Few of these are in existence, The Bible ef { ; 
was printed in England in 1642 and presented to the | ly 3 A 
library by the Gardner family, of Gardner’s Island, | py” GH 


\ L. L, N. Y. An Indian chief presented the Bible to b 


the Gardners’ ancestors and the priceless book was ©!" 
given to the library in memory of Robert Maxwell Ñ 
by the Gardner family. . 


Another treasure owned by the library is a page (ct. 
from the Gutenberg Bible. These treasures will be y- ».@S 


on exhibit during the anniversary celebration. ne $ 
: y b. / V 
Miss Peck was asked the inevitable question: Ges 
Has TV hurt the library? au Elia 


“No it has not,” was her prompt reply. Books J,a ia ol 
still have a very necessary place in our lives and Bit te 
always will.” f . 


Miss Peck insists on the library maintaining its 
high position and she is constantly working to keep 
it in step with modern living. She buys all the saad / 
books including the newest encyclopedias. One rea> ~~ J — 
son for this is the very large high school clientle. Elh : 


She stresses the work of the children’s- depart- 
ment, which is supervised by Miss Natalie B. Ide, 
formerly an English teacher at the Rockville High 
School. Miss Peck insists that a good childrens’ 
library must be in charge of a well-grounded li- 
brarian. Miss Ide is a college graduate and an 
alumna of the Columbia University Library School. 
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